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Abstract

Hearing is an important part of learning speech and language. It develops child emotional, physical, 

mental, and spiritual wellbeing. Language is a basic tool for interpersonal relationships and also an act of 

communication that allows people to exchange ideas and emotions. Most of the children hear from birth. They 

learn to interact by imitating the sounds but when hearing loss or impairment exists and often goes unnoticed 

delayed speech and language learning can take place consequently affecting cognitive and behavioral skills. 

Early detection of hearing impairment is therefore essential, in order to allow more successful intervention and 

rehabilitation. 
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Introduction

Adolescence is generally regarded as an important time of growth and change in a child's life where many 

important decisions are made. The limitations imposed by the impairment, combined with the environment to which 

they are exposed, may not be conducive to normal development. So, while on the one hand adolescents with hearing 

impairment face the same developmental needs and tasks that confront hearing adolescents, yet their passage through 

normal developmental stages may become more complicated and may lead deaf adolescents to struggle with certain 

issues, such as bodily changes, peer relationships, autonomy, economic independence, marriage and family, and personal 

identity, developing low self esteem, social and behavioral problems. Hearing loss may be congenital or onset 

after birth due to impacted wax; ear infections; growth in the ear; noise induced hearing loss, trauma or sudden 

deafness of unknown etiology. 
 As per census 2002 significant bilateral hearing loss is present in 1 to 3 per 1000newborn infants in the 

 well-baby nursery population, and in 2 to 4 per 100 infants in the intensive care unit population. In rural India 

2.7% are children with hearing impairment in the age group 0 to 14 years. In the same age group, the urban 

statistics are 3.0% and for speech disability it is 8.9% of the rural and urban areas respectively.
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With this regard the investigator selected “A study to assess the psycho-social problems of hearing impaired 

adolescents between the age group of 12 to 16 years attending special school for hearing impairment at Nagpur, 

Maharashtra.”

Objectives of the study were 

 To assess the psychological problems of hearing impaired adolescents between the age group of 12 to 16 

years attending special school for hearing impairment at Nagpur, Maharashtra.”

 To assess the social problems of hearing impaired adolescents between the age group of 12 to 16 years 

attending special school for hearing impairment at Nagpur, Maharashtra.”

 To determine correlation between psychological and social problems of hearing impaired adolescents with 

selected socio-demographic variable.

 To determine the association between psychological and social problems of hearing impaired adolescents 

with selected socio-demographic variables.

Methods And Materials

The researcher adopted quantitative research approach. The research design selected for this study was non-

experimental descriptive design. The study was conducted in special school for hearing impairment at Saoner 

district of Nagpur, Maharashtra. The sample size was 40. The study participants were selected by using purposive 

sampling technique. The independent variables used for the study were psychological and social problems of the 

hearing impaired adolescents. The demographic variables used for the study were age, gender, education of parents, 

genetic history and causes of deafness.

Data Collection

Formal administrative permission was obtained from the Principal of Deaf and Dumb School for hearing impaired 
st thadolescents Saoner, Nagpur, Maharashtra. From the 1  day to 8  day 5 demographic variables were assessed with 

psychological and social problems checklist. Time spent for data collection with each hearing impaired adolescent 

was 35-40 minutes on an average. Collected data was analyzed by using descriptive and inferential statistics.

Results And Discussion

Data analysis was done by calculating frequency, percentage, overall analysis and correlation
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Table 4.1 shows that 100% feel embarrassed due to their disability; 95% feel inferior while using hearing aids; 92.5% feel 

frustrated when people sympathize them for their disability; 90% feel difficulty while reading and writing; 85% feel ashamed 

for having hearing impairment; 50% completely express their feelings; 50% suffered the humiliation due to their disability 

while only 30% were able to solve their own problems.
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TABLE 4.1 shows the item-wise analysis of checklist to assess the psychological problems of hearing impaired 

adolescents
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Table 4.2 depicts that 75% of hearing impaired adolescents are not accepted by the society; 72.5% feel isolated from peer 

group; 55% have problem in communicating with others; 50% feel intimacy with their friends; 45% children do not share 

problem with their parents; 32.5% think they are a valuable citizen of this country; whereas only 12.5% feel competent with 

other normal school adolescents. 

Table 4.3 shows the overall analysis of psychological and social problem score as per criterion
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TABLE 4.2 shows the item-wise analysis of checklist to assess the social problems of hearing impaired adolescents
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Table 4.3 reveals the overall score of psychological as well as social problems as per criterion, maximum hearing 

impaired adolescents 33 (82.5%) had psychological problems whereas only 7 (17.5%) had minimum psychological 

problems and maximum hearing impaired adolescents 35 (87.5%) had social problems whereas only 5 (12.5%) had 

minimum social problems.

TABLE 4.4 shows the correlation between psychological and social problems of hearing impaired adolescents
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Table 4.4 reveals the correlation between the psychological and social problems of hearing impaired adolescents as 
r = 0.99 i.e. there is a positive correlation between the psychological and social problems of hearing impaired 
adolescents.

Conclusion
The conclusion drawn from the findings of the study are as follows-

 Hearing impaired adolescents suffered from different psychological problems and social problems
 The ratio of social problems was relatively greater as compared to the psychological problems.
 Both the independent variables that is, the psychological problems as well as social problems are found 

correlated with each other.
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